value in prognosis, and Heaf, Grafe, Levinson and others have shown how the test is a gauge of cell destruction in lung disease.
The red blood corpuscles settle more rapidly in the blood of women than of men and very much more rapidly in pregnancy after the third or-fourth month. Increased rate of sedimentation is seen in tuberculosis; in this disease it increases with the activity of the disease. In cancer the rate more or less closely parallels the degree of malignancy.
In localized acute inflammations the rate appears to increase with the leucocyte count (Todd and Sandford, 1944) .
The factors of prime importance in the rate of sedimentation of the red blood cells are the concentration of protein in the plasma and the number of the red cells (Fraser and Rennie, 1941) . Fahracus (1925) showed that sedimenta- (Todd and Sandford, 1944 Table I gives the E.S.R. in 36 normal males and 11 healthy females. In the case of normal healthy males, the E.S.R. ranged from 1 to 10 mm. at the end of
